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CHATYR-DAG: A NEKROPOLIS OF ROMAN PERIOD IN THE CRIMEA

to some indirect evidence of archaeology one
could suppose that.

At any rate some form of hand-made ceram-
ics from Chatyr-Dag resembles pottery of North-
ern Europe (Fig. 5)

The most intriguing fact is that one could
see on Chatyr-Dag a combination of the follow-
ing features: cremation in stone cists, bent weap-
ons and agricultural implements placed into the
graves together. This phenomenon is known in
the Crimea only in one place. It is the burial
ground Harax near Yalta (BnaBarckmit, 1951;
Opnos, 1987). There is nothing similar on the
surrounding territories neither in the Ukraine
nor in the Northern Caucasus, neither in Cen-
tral nor in Eastern Europe. Never.

As Michel Kazanski has once noticed, there
is only one rather remote place in Europe, where
one could see similar combination of these fea-
tures. It is Southern Norway. He listed a series
of sites: Snipstad, @vre Stabu, Gile, Burel, Evang,
Haakenstad, Valle, Sunkenstad, Ringm, Krabe, Kon-
sengen, Egge, Brtehangen-Einung, Fjellberg, Snort-
heim, Ula, Vahaugen, Medladen and so on (Ka-
zanski, 1991, p. 496).

One could suppose that this is a coincidence,
nothing more. However, on the other hand dur-
ing the period of the great migrations from the
Marcomanning and until the Gothic Wars, all
long distance movement of the groups of popu-
lations who disturbed the borders of the Roman
Empire were possible and real.

As it was noticed (Shchukin, 2000), the con-
tacts between the Baltic and Black Seas littorals
occurred by three ways. The first and the main

one was the way along the Vistula, the Western
and the Southern Bug rivers as well as along the
Dniester. This way marked the movement of the
population of the Wielbark culture to the South-
eastern direction. It was rather remarkable massive
migration (Kucharenko, 1967; Kyxapenko, 1980;
Szczukin, 1981; Wolagiewicz, 1993 and so on).
However, there also existed other ways. The
second western one was a way along the Vis-
tula to the Tisza and then to the Lower Danube
region. The third eastern one came by the East-
ern Europe along the Neman or the Western
Dvina to the Upper Dnieper or the Desna rivers
and further to the South. The existence of all the
three ways is supported by the distribution of
the archaeological finds. (Shchukin, 2000).
Because of a rather dense population of the
regions on both western and eastern routes, only
certain comparatively small groups of traders and
travellers could penetrated by these two ways.
Since the “cross-pieces” fibula was found in the
grave 15 and the objects of such kind are typical
solely for Eastern Europe, one could suppose that
the small group of travellers going from Scandi-
navia reached the Crimea by the eastern route.
It is likely that the emperors of the Tetrarchy
used the newcomers as mercenaries to control
an important mountain road along the southern
coast of the Crimea from Chersoneses to Theo-
dosia. Both Chatyr-Dag and Harax lay exactly
on this road.
Of course, all these speculations are nothing
more than a hypothesis.
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